Project Based Learning

... students are never bored when they are learning

and they are never learning when they are bored

Kanevsky and Keighley
(2003/2008)



What does PBL
mean to you?




Let’s clear something up...

Project Based Learning goes by many names:

Problem-based learning
Case-based learning
Challenge-based learning
Community-based learning
Design-based learning
Game-based learning
Inquiry-based learning
Land-based learning

Passion-based learning
Place-based learning
Proficiency-based learning
Service-based learning
Studio-based learning
Team-based learning
Work-based learning



At the end of the day.....

Project Based Learning (or whatever you want
to call it), involves:

e Designing and/or creating a tangible product,
performance or event

e Solving a real-world problem (may be
simulated or fully authentic)

e Investigating a topic or issue to develop an
answer to a compelling question

Source: http://www.edutopia.org/blog/pbl-vs-pbl-vs-xbl-john-
larmer



Engagement....

By actively engaging with the project, learners
develop skills in:

finding information

identifying what information they still need

possible sources of that information

making connections on what they are learning in class
to their own lives and important issues in their world.
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Sourced From: http://www.queensu.ca/ctl/resources/topicspecific/problembased.html



How can | make it work
iIn my classroom?




How can | make it work in my

classroom?

e Prepare your learning environment

e Learners must have control in their learning process. They must be able to
make decisions and act on them.

e Learners must have choice in what, how and when they learn.

e Each learner should be challenged at an appropriate level of rigor

e Learning experiences should have an appropriate level of complexity,
presenting learners with new, open-ended, authentic tasks

e Learners want teachers who care about what happens in the classroom

Kanevsky and Keighley
(2003/2008)



How can | make it work in my

classroom?

e Make the project meaningful (not just ‘busywork’)

e |et go of ‘traditional’ theories of how a classroom operates
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Allow for learners to make decisions that affect how they learn

Empower the learners with the tools they need to learn

Become the guide on the side

What does your classroom look like now?, What will it look like in a PBL
Classroom?

Teach your learners how to work in groups
IT°S GONNA GET LOUD!



What are the essentials?

1. Significant Content 21st Century Competencies

In-Depth Inquiry

3. A Driving Question

5
2. Need to Know 6.
7. Critique and Revision

8

4. Student Voice and Choice Public Audience

Source: http://bie.
org/object/document/8_essentials_for_project_based_learning#
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Image sourced from: https://sites.google.
com/a/nhusd.k12.ca.us/pbl/8-essentials



How do | assess?

It's as much (or more) about the process, as it is about the end result

Place more emphasis on formative assessment, rather than summative
Determine how learners will demonstrate that learning

Don’t be afraid of a quiz or a test!

State the purpose of each assessment.

Don’t assess the final project?

With your learners, develop the rubrics for each of the specified skills and

content you want your learners to master, and then collect the evidence of
students demonstrating these skills and content from a variety of sources.

Source: http://21k12blog.net/2013/03/07/dont-assess-the-project-thoughts-on-assessing-project-based-learning/



https://docs.google.
com/presentation/d/1nxjhQnvNXDztloyksgb
ru2x061j31atn0lu8VGyB0Obk/pub?
start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nxjhQnvNXDztloyksgbrU2x061j3Iatn0Iu8VGyB0bk/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nxjhQnvNXDztloyksgbrU2x061j3Iatn0Iu8VGyB0bk/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nxjhQnvNXDztloyksgbrU2x061j3Iatn0Iu8VGyB0bk/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nxjhQnvNXDztloyksgbrU2x061j3Iatn0Iu8VGyB0bk/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nxjhQnvNXDztloyksgbrU2x061j3Iatn0Iu8VGyB0bk/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
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In a survey of 43,000 students almost 60% indicated that they are engaged
when doing projects compared to only 25% when listening to a lecture.
The active leaming that happens with Project Based Learning (PBL)

encourages deep learning.
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Source: https://allthingsacademic.wordpress.com/pbl/project-based-learning/



A good PBL project is complex, open-ended and cross-disciplinary.
Authentic tasks that are level appropriate provide an opportunity for
active and explorative learning.

PROJECT CENTRIC PROJECT SUPPORTED
Ll sl Project should
provide
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COURSE OF STUDY

Wiy

Projects formm the cemtral and dominant Projects focus on the application and
component of the curriculum: Subject integration of concepts studied in the
material studied is determined by the curriculum.

demands of the project.

e Determine Project Focus

e Brainstorm Potential Tasks
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e Structure the Project
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